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Although the fact is familiar to every practitioner that aortic incompetence is 
more frequently the cause of sudden death than any other valvular lesion, he 
also knows that a high degree of aortic regurgitation is compatible with appa¬ 
rently perfect health, the patient being frequently unaware of its existence 
until his attention is called to it by his physician, and that individuals have 
lived several years after its presence has been recognized. 

The author announces, in his preface, his intention at some future time to 
publish, in a similar form, lectures upon other important subjects connected 
with Practical Medicine. J. H. H. 


Art. XXXI. — Syphilitic Lesions of the Osseous System in Infants and 
Young Children. By R. W. Taylor, M.D., Surgeon to the New York Dis¬ 
pensary, Department of Venereal and Skin Diseases; Physician to Charity 
Hospital, New York. 8vo.pp.179. New York : William Wood it Co., 1875. 

The volume under consideration is one which reflects credit alike upon the 
author and the science of medicine. The admirable manner in which the sub¬ 
ject is handled gives evidence of the commendable spirit which actuated the 
writer throughout his studies, and entitles him to be recognized as a careful, 
thorough, and able investigator. 

The subject is one to which very little attention has been devoted, and about 
which our knowledge heretofore has been only of the most fragmentary nature. 
The author of the work before us, however, has grasped the subject in all its 
bearings, and from a clinical study of some dozen cases encountered in his 
practice has evolved an elaborate and very valuable essay. 

Dr. Taylor has divided his work into a number of chapters, each treating of 
some important question relative to the subject. The histories of twelve cases 
of syphilis affecting the osseous system in infants, serves as the foundation ; 
these cases are all faithfully recorded, and portray the peculiar lesions in a very 
accurate manner. A resume of the cases of various observers, including Weg¬ 
ner’s, is given, from which is to be derived all the knowledge on the subject 
which we possess. As is known, Wegner’s contribution, made a few years ago 
in Virchow’s Arcliiv, consisting of the report of twelve cases of children who 
were either still-born or died shortly after birth, is to be regarded as the best 
account of the subject up to date ; it will, however, be remembered that this 
writer considered the subject almost entirely from a pathological position. 

A point of great interest which Dr. Taylor has elucidated relates to the 
separation of the epiphyses from the diaphyses, as found in clinical practice. 
This condition has been observed ■post-mortem in many of the reported cases, 
as in those of Wegner, Waldeyer, and others, but not before, we think, in cli¬ 
nical practice. 

The enlargements upon the bones of the fingers and toes are very carefully 
considered, and afford an admirable exposition of these lesions. Dr. Taylor’s 
earlier studies upon this topic will, in this connection, be called to mind. The 
recognition clinically of this form of bone disease is of vast importance, and 
worthy of attentive study on the part of both physicians and surgeons. In 
answer to the question whether similar osseous lesions can be developed from 
acquired as well as from hereditary syphilis, the author decides in the affirma¬ 
tive, this view being corroborated by the experience resulting from two cases 
of the twelve referred to, in both of which the disease was observed to be of 
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the same inflammatory nature, and showed the same tendency to involve the 
diaphyso-epiphyseal portions of bone as in hereditary syphilis. 

In the chapter devoted to a consideration of the pathology of bone syphilis, 
the author follows Wegner in his division of the subject, but arrives at some¬ 
what different conclusions. From microscopical study of sections, Dr. Taylor 
gives the following results, succinctly stated : that in the first stage there is 
a simple hyperplasia of cells, with irregular deposition of lime-salts; in the 
second, an intensification of this condition; and in the third, a new element, 
namely, the abnormal proliferation of all the elements of the tissues, with an 
infiltration of granulation-tissue into the medullary spaces following the vessels. 

By far the best and most useful section of the work is that which considers 
the relation between rachitis and syphilis ; it is exhaustively worked out. In 
speaking of the diagnosis, the author dwells upon the following points: In 
rickets we generally have a prodromal stage in which the general health of the 
child shows signs of impairment by well-marked symptoms ; a condition not 
observed in syphilis. In syphilis the swellings usually show themselves very 
soon after birth ; in rickets they usually come on after the sixth month. In 
syphilis there is Uommonly a history of other symptoms, such as snuffles, cuta¬ 
neous and mucous lesions ; in rickets these manifestations are wanting, the 
child being pallid, subject to sweats about the neck and head, restless at night, 
troubled with gastro-intestinal disorder, soon followed by general hypermsthe- 
sia. Later, bone lesions occur, perhaps laryngismus stridulus, with convulsions. 
In rickets the bone disease is generally found upon the occiput and ribs; in 
syphilis it is apt to be upon the ends of the long and short bones, the ribs and 
skull bones ordinarily escaping. From these few lines it will be very evident 
that the author claims no relationship for these two processes, in which con¬ 
clusion we are pleased to agree with him. 

The work as a whole is original, and must establish Dr. Taylor’s reputation 
even more prominently as an authority upon the subject of syphilis. Viewed 
as a production of the publisher, its appearance is elegant, the type and paper 
being of the most inviting description. L. A. D. 


Art. XXXII.— Cyclopcedia of the Practice of Medicine. Edited by Dr. H. 
von Ziemssen, Professor of Clinical Medicine in Munich, Bavaria. Vol. II. 
Acute Infectious Diseases. By Prof. Thomas, of Leipsic ; Dr. Cursch.mann, 
of Berlin; Dr. Zuelzer, of Berlin; Prof. Hertz, of Amsterdam ; and Prof. 
von Ziemssen, of Munich. Translated by James C. "White, M.D.; and 
Edward Wigglesworth, Jr., M.D., of Boston ; Edward W. Schauffler, 
M.D., of Kansas City; and A. Brayton Ball, M.D., J. Haven Emerson, 
M.D., George H. Fox, M.D., Edward Frankel, M.D., and John C. Jay. 
M.D., of New York. Albert H. Buck, M.D., New York, Editor of Ame¬ 
rican Edition. 8vo. pp. xii., 751. New York: William Wood & Co., 1875. 

The second volume of this work, following so closely as it does upon the first, 
scarcely needs a very extended notice at our hands. Indeed, it would be 
impossible, within the limits at our command, to enter into a discussion of the 
merits of the various articles it contains. These describe the acute contagious 
fevers and the other affections which constitute the acute infectious diseases. 
The principal contributors are Professors Thomas, Hertz, and von Ziemssen, 
and Dr. Zuelzer. A brief chapter is devoted by the first of these gentlemen 
to the consideration of a disease which is popularly known in this country as 
German measles, but which he calls rotheln or rubeola. We fancy that the 
No. CXXXIX.— July 1875. 14 



